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ROOSEVELT DIVES
IN THE PLUNGER

Submarine With Him on Board
Remains Under Water
Almost an Hour.

—— e e

MANEUVERS IN THE DARK

President Himself Controls the
Craft and Returns
Enthusiastic.

He Had Not Intended to Go Down, but the
Recent Tests Convinced Mrs, Roosevelt
of the Safety of the Submarine and
Lient. Nelson's Enthusiasm Won Him
Over—Trial' Took Place In the Deep
Water Where Ojyster Bay Joins the
Sound, and the Boat Was Put Threugh

All Her Paces for Her Visiter—Felt
No Danger at Any Time, but 'Twas
Thrilling, He Says as He Disembarks,

OYSTER BAY, Aug. 25.—President Roose-
velt took a dive in the Plunger to-day. He
boarded the submarine and went down in
her, remaining submerged for fifty minutes.

‘The President was on board the craft for

threa hours, and he expressed himself as
greatly irhpressed with the tests, which
were carried out to the entire satisfaction
of Lieut. Charles P. Nelson, the Plunger's
commander.

After THE SON first announced that the
Plunger was being prepared for the Presi-
dent, Mr. Roosevelt said that he believed
he would not go down, and he told Jacob A,
Riis that he had no intention of making
deecent. But Lieut. Nelson; who
lunched with the President yesterday, is
an enthusjast on submarines, and is espe-
cially enthusiastic about the Plunger. The
early intimation that the President might
wish to make the descent and realize an
ambition dating back to the days when he
was a reader of Jules Verne, stuck in the
young commander’s mind and he did all
that in him lay to induce the President to
make the experiment. The President, how-
ever, according to Lieut. Nelson's state-
ment, gave him no assurance that he would
make the trial.

Day before yesterday Mrs. Roosevelt
had observed the plungings of the Plunger
from the Sylph's launch. 8o easily and
dexterously did Lieut. Nelson and his crew
of eleven men handle the boat on that oooa-
sion that Mrs. Roosevelt was convinoed of
the safety of the thing. That was exactly
what the President desired, and to-day he
notified Lieut. Nelson that he had decided
to go down in the Plunger, to the great
delight of the officer and his crew.

To-day dawn broke gray and gusty
snd a thick rain falling from a leaden
#ky. A brisk northeaster kept lashing the
bay and jn short it was the kind of a day
that the President likes to be out.

The Sylph’s fast launch Dart took the
President in his rainy day clothing from
the J. West Roosevelt pier and put him
aboard the Plunger. Then the submarine,
with the naval tug Apache as a tender,
left her anchorage opposite the Seawan-
haka Corinthian Yacht Club and proceeded
to the place where Oyster Bay harbor joins
Long Island Sound. There the depth
varies between thirty and forty feet and
there it was decided to submerge the boat.

In the conning tower is a set of buttons
which abgeolutely control the movements
of the little diver, Lieut. Nelson explained
‘all these buttons to the President, and
under the commander's guidance, it is
tald, the President pressed the proper
button and the boat slowly sank until it
rested on the sandy bottom, :

Then Lieut, Nelson began to put the
Plunger through her paces. He sent her
scudding through the water at various
depths and in various directions. The
Plunger was brought almost to the surface,
then sent twenty feet below., Then swiftly
the engine would be reversed and the boat
would return to the surface without a
Ferceptible stop. ;

One stunt of the craft that greatly im-
pressed thé President was what is called
‘porpoise dlving.” This consists in com-
ing up to the surface for five or six seconds—
Just long enough to emable the man in
command to take a good look—and then
diving again. The warships lying about
in these waters yesterday to be sighted
were few, but the porpolse diving neverthe-
less greatly pleased the President and it
Was repeated several times.

Several times the submarine dived to a
depth of about twanty feet, and by a ma-
nipulation of the steering gear was turned

,completely around and straightened out

in the opposite direction in exaotly one
minute, The steering gear of the Plunger
lsalmost perfect. She turns in three times
ber own length. The process of sus-
pending the hoat at  certain depth and
keeping her stationary also interested
the President very much. This was done
to show how the submarine can be kept
Motionless and subinerged for hours at a
tinr 2 waiting for a blockading squadron
tha. is passing and repassing a given point.

Throughout all of these maneuvers the
lPresndent pressed buttons and handled
evers to start the boat on many of her
stunts, and he enjoyed it immensely. One
of the jackies even said that the President
bressed a button and discharged the
torpedo which the Plunger carries, but
this could not be confirmed.

At one time Lieut. Nelson suddenly
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put all the lights out by the pressure of a
button, but he did not stop with that. He
went on pressing buttons and giving com-
mands, and so thoroughly are the members
of the crew familiar with every detail of
the work that they handled the boat per-
fectly in the darkness,

By the time the Plunger had gone through
all of these evolutions she had been sub-
merged for nearly an hour. She came to
the surface finally, and the President again
breathed the salt air of the choppy bay.
It was pitch dark by that time, and he told
the Lieutenant that he was tremendously
impressed with the experiences he had
gone through. Never for & moment, he
said, did he feel the slightest sensation of
danger. It had merely been a thrilling
and pleasant experience.

The Plunger proceeded swiftly back
to her place of anchorage under her own
power and when the President stepped
from the Plunger baok into the Sylph's
launch he expressed himself as highly
pleased with his experience. For three
hours he had forgotten all about the peace
oonference and the Portsmouth deadlock
and all the grave matters of state that have
so much engaged him of late. He re-
turned home to dinner with a hearty ap-
petite.

Late this evening the fact that the Presi-
dent made the descent was officially an-
nounced., It was also announced that to-
morrow, shortly after 9 o'clock, the public
tests of the Plunger will take place in the
same place that the tests took place to-day.
The President and his family will ewatch
these tests from the deck of the Sylph.

CURZON'S ROW WITH KITCHENER.,

General Aocoused the Viceroy of Misrepres
senting His Attitude.
Spectal Cable Despaieh to TRE SON.

81MLA, Aug. 25.—A further chapter in
the controversy between Gen. Lord Kitch-
ener and Viceroy Curzon, who has re-
cently resigned, was published to-day.
This consists of a strongly worded minute
issued by Gen. Kitohener protesting against
the telegram sent by Curzon to the Right
Hon. 8t. John Brodrick, Sécretary of State
for India, on Aug. 10, purporting to give
a summary of Kitchener's proposals in re-
gard to the reorganization of the Indian
Army.

Without entering into details Kitchener
describes Curzon's version of his (Kitch-
ener's) proposals as too sweeping i some
instances and incorrect in others, while
some assertions Kitchener flatly denies.

The minute concludes with the follow-
ing:

“As regards the whole summary,'it gives
a description of my proposals entirely
inconsistent with the views I actually
held.”

The Viceroy gives a long reply in which
he admits that his seummary for the tele-
graph could not do full justice to every
feature, but he gladly welcomes a chance
of substantiating every stu.ement he made
and of proving the ocorrectness of the in-
ferences he drew from them. Viceroy
Curzon maintaine everything he said and
concludes in the following strong language:

“I have new referred to all charges of
serious misrepresentation brought by the
Commander-in-Chief against my summary
of his proposals and have proved every
paragraph of it.*

The publication of these minutes has
created a fresh sensation and increases
the deplorable friction between the two
factions supporting respectively the Vice-
roy and the Commander-in-Chief. How
flatly Kitchener and Curzon contradict
each other may be deduced from the fol-
lowing clauses of their minutes. Curzon
in his summary to Broderick of Kitchener's
proposals said: “The Commander-in-
Chief in clause eleven stipulated that the
military supply member (of the Vice-regal
Council) should not criticize opinions re-
corded by the Commander-in-Chief on
military questions.”

Kitchener strongly denies this, and so
with much else of Curzon's summary.

J. M. BROOKS A SUICIDE.

He Had Suffered From Insemnia and Didn't
Want to Burden Others.

James Madison Brooks, a salesman for
the Manhattan Oil Company at 61 Front
street, committed suicide yesterday after-
noon outside of his apartments in the
Florence House, 100 East Eighteenth street,
He shot himself in the head. His body
was found in a chair near the elevator

shaft on the seventh floor, An hour before
the report of a pistol had been heard on the
ground floor.

The door to his apartments was open,
and on a table there was a note, addressed
to N. B, Barry, proprietor of the hotel,
With the note was a ten dollar bill. The
note sald:

“Please save this for Mrs, Brooks, In-
somnia drives me to this deed. I am too
ill to hold up longer. I do not wish to
burden others by my illneas. I have
everything to live for if Ionly had health.”

Mr. Brooks is said to have been a
prosperous oil refiner in Norfolk, Va.,
when the Standard Oil Company absorbed
his business fifteen years ago. At that
time he was married to a wealthy Virginia
woman, and came to this city. He had
lived at the Florence House since then.

Mrs. Brooks and her twelve-year-old son
David came home a week ago from Cape
May, and left on Tuesday for, Kennebunk-
port, Me. Before going she told Mr. Barry
that her husband had been suffering so
much from insomnia and indigestion
that she disliked to leave him alone. Her
bhusband urged her t6 go because, he said,
he did not wish to bore her with his sick-
nees,

Mr. Barry wired Mre, Brooks and also
sent ward to the dead man's sister, Mrs,
Greace, at Portsmouth, Va,

Mr. Brooks was 50 years old and came
from a well known Virginia family. Mrs,
Brooks is a member of the Daughters of the
Confederacy.

HAY LEFT UPWARD OF $230,000.

Widew and Children Petition Court to
Admit the Wil to Probate.

WASHINGTON, D, C., Aug. 25.—The petition
for the probate of the will of John Hay,
late Secretary te, was [, in
oourt to-day. %ocumem. lﬁm by
Mrs. Hay, and the formal consents of her
two daughters, Mrs. Alice Hay Wadaworth
and Mrs. Helen Hay Whitney, are appended.

Clarence L. Hay, the son, being under
age, Attorney Ralston was appointed to
represent him. The petition states the
value of the estate is “upward of $250,000."
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Twentleth Cent mited, the 18-hou
(o d 'mur‘y.‘um 0 by the Nu:
es. Leave'New Yo 130 P. M.
$:30 next morning—a bight's ride.

-

Raliroad. 1
| way, N. Y. 308 Fultoa s,

EQUITABLE BACKS UP MAYER.

JOINSWITH HIM IN SUIT AGAINST
THE OLD DIRECTORS,

Morton Flles Answer to Attorney-General
— Admits Wrongdoing of Former Board
— 088,000 Loan Repudiated--Status
of 810,000,000 Surplus to Be Settied.

3

The Equitable Life Assurance Bociety
served yesterday upon Attornay-(General
Mayer its answer to the suit brought by
him against its former directors for an ac-
counting and a restitution of thejr {llegal
profits.

The Attorney-General asked that the
directors be ordered to account for their
management of the funds committed
to their charge and that they be compelled
to repay to the society “any money and the
value of any property which they or any
of them have aoquired to themselves or
transferred to others or lost or wasted by
violation of their duties.”

The Attorney-Cieneral also asked that
any of the defendants who are now directors
or officers, upon proof of misconduct,
be removed and “that the net surplus of
the defendant society after deducting &
sufficient amount to cover all outstanding
risks and other obligations be paid to, or
credited to, or applied for the benefit of
the presant policyholders in equitable
proportion in accordance with the charter
and with law."

To all this the society in the answer
which is drawn up by Wallace Macfarlane
and Austen (i, Fox, and sworn to by Paul
Morton, as preaident, replies by admitting
the charges of misconduct on the part
of its direotors and asks that it be joined
in the prayer of the plaintiff for relief.

The answer further recites that the society
shortly before the commencement of the
action waa taken from the control and man-
agement of the defendant directors, “al-
though some of said defendants remained
directors of said mociety.”

Its admission of the wrongdoing of the
old board {s summarized in this paragraph
from the answer:

“In respect to many of the matters and
things set forth in the complaint this de-
fendant is imperfectly informed, though
believing that many of the material allega-
tions in said complaint are substantially
true, and that by the negligent conduct and
improper and unlawful acts of some of the
defendants in the exercise of their official
duties, especially of some among those
who formerly were officers of this society
and active members of this important
committee, both in respect to the matters
specified in the complaint and in other
respects, this defendant has been greatly
damaged. This defendant is now actively
engaged in making a thorough investiga-
tion of all said charges of waste and miscon-
duct, with a view to enforcing the rights of
the society against any and all persons
liable to aoccount to it by reason thereof.”

The answer begina by &dmitting the:
allegations contalned in' paragraphs 1, 2
8, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 0 of the complaint, Para-
graphs 1 to 9 of the complalint, exclusive
of paragraph 4, deal with the history and
bylaws of the society and the duties of the
directors and financial committees. Para-
graph 8 tells of Supt. Hendrioks's exam-
ination, Paragraph 9 recites the facts
concerning the Frick investigation.

The answer next admits the allegations
in paragraph 4 of the complaint, restriot-
ing the admission, however, in reepect to
the alleged misconduet of the individual
defendants to those who directly par-
ticipated in or had actual official knowl-
edge of the transactions set forth in the
complaint. Thie paragraph of the com-
plaint is the one which names forty-nine
directors and makes them defendants in
the aotion charging them with having
“negligently, improperly and improvidently
performed their duties and caused a great
loss and damage to the society.” It also
aocuses directors of withholding money
which belonged to the society and trans-
ferring it to themselves, * ¢

The third section of the answer deals
with paragraph 10 of the complaint, in
which the lease by the Equitable of quarters
in its Broadway building to the Merocantile
Safe Deposit Company is recited, and
which says that the total inadequacy of
the rental charged caused severe loss to
the Equitable. This allegation the answer
admita on information and belief, exoept
the allegation that the directors concerned
in making the lease were stockholders and
directors in the Mercantile Safe Deposit
Company at the time it was made.
On this peint the defendant company, the
Equitable, merely declares that it has
no knowledge or information sufficient to
form a belief. It adds that they had no
authority to execute the lease except the
general powers which the by-laws oon-
ferred upon directors and officers to exe-
cute contracts,

The fourth clause of the answer deals
with the charge that the defendant directors,
officers and members of committees
wastefully and in violation of their duty
caused the Equitable to acquire the capital
stock of the Missouri Safe Deposit Company
at $250 a share, the par value being $100.
It recites further that at the time of the
purchase James H. Hyde owned 1,410
shares of the total of 2,000 shares issued,
and that the remaining shares were already
owned by other directors of the Equitable.
The paragraph also alleges that at the
time of the purchase the Missouri Safe
Deposit Company had no asgets save the
good will of the Equitable and the business
given it by that society.

* The answer admits that these allegations
are true in respect to certain of the defend-
ants who were officers’of the defendant
soclety, and in respect to these defendants
who, at the time of sald transaction were
members of its executive and finance com-
mittees and had knowledge of the purchase
of the stock. But the answer alleges that
it has no knowledge or information sufficient
to form a belief that such transaction was
ever known in detail to the board of direc-
tors as a whole, or that the inaividual de-
fendants, other than those who were meimn-
rs of the committees, any knowledge
2: 019 connection with the t aan k“:d‘

The fifth paragraph of the answer deals
th the udvu:'gazt m’zdo to agents l& Lonh

© £amp ~ .
Teservatiol as “to whether the advan‘c:e:
were actually wasteful, improvident or
fmproperly procured, the answer admits
at this point that such advances “may have
been excessive and that the officers and
directors who permitted the advances to
agents to become so extensive, and who
made the arrangements with the trust com-
panies mentioned in said paragraph ‘twelfth'’
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10 HURT ON SCENIC RAILWAY,

Car, Jumps Track in the pragon’s Gorge
and Another Hits ¥t,

Ten persons were injured last evening
in the Dragon's Gorge, the L. A. Thomp-
aon scenic railway in Luna Park, With
three other parsengers they were in two
cars, one closely following the other up
and down the steep grades. At the bottom
of one of the grades the forward car jumped
the track and the other crashed into it.

Dr. Pierce, the Luna Park physician,
and the trained nurse employed there
attended the wounded promptly, and they
were soon reenforoed by Dra. Clay and Mor-
rison of the Reception Hospital. None
of the injured was tdken to the hospital.
This is the list:

Timothy Howarth, 45 years ald, 380 Linden
street, Fall River, Mass., conturions of the
back; Mrs. S8arah Howarth, his wife, 40
vears old, same address, abrasions of left
leg and left thigh; Charles H. Blake, 62
years old, residence refused, oontusions of
head and face; Herbert Van Tassell, 15
years old, Port Chester, abrasions of left
shoulder; Alden Hammond, 24 years old,
Port Chester, contusions of back and right
gide; Mrs. Delia Sherman, 37 years old, 270
West 118th street, contusions of scalp and
right side; Thomas Dammerle, 45 years
old, Wethersfleld, Conn., cuts on face and
right hand; Mrs, Louisa Dammerle, 40
years old, his wife, contusions of body;
Miss Louise Callahan, 22 years old, 67 Park
street, Hartford, Conn., hysterical from
shock, and Mrs. Sarah Forkhill, 55 years
old, Kensico, cuts on face and over right
eye.

MAYOR TO RESIGN.
Atianta Council Aroused by Woodward's
Conduct at Teledo.

ATLANTA, Ga., Aug. 25.—For his out-
break at the Municipal League conven-
tion in Toledo, Mayor James G. Wood-
ward is to be requested by the City Coun-
cil to resign. If Woodward refuses to
resign the Council will take steps to im-
peach him. The caucus of the majority of
members of the Council which decided
on this action also determined to adopt
a resolution apologizing to Mayor Dunne
and the city of Chicago for Woodward's
attack,

Feeling here over Woodward's outbreak
is very bitter, chiefly because he is an old
offender. When he served as Mayor four
years ago he was incapacitated for weeks
because of drunkenness and was frequently
arrested on the streets. To escape im-
peachment near the close of his term
he signed a pledge to resign should he
offend again. On leaving the office he got
a job with the Atlanta Street Railway Com-
pany, which had secured a monopoly of
transportation franchises during Wood-
ward's term of office.

About a year ago Woodward was re-
elected owing to the fact that he received
the eolid labor stren ;th, 2,000 votes,while the
remaining 7,500 votes were split among
four other candidates.

WILL ASK

ARRESTS IN THE MIZE CASE.
Two Men Held on Suspicion—NMrs. Wilsen
Kept In Chicago.

CHicaGo, Aug. 25.—Farl L. Garrett, a
son of a prominent Hyde Park real estate
dealer, was arrested late this afternocn
on suspicion in connection with the murder
of Mrs. Effie Mize. His arrest followed
the giving of information by a housekeeper,
who told the police that young Garrett
came to her the day after the murder and

gave her a revolver to keep for him.

The housekeeper thought such a request
suspicious and made the cireumstances
known to the police. Garrett's arrest fol-
lowed immediately, but as he gave a good
acoount of his actions on the night of the
murder it is not believed that he will be held
beyond to-morrow.

Clarence W. Laird is also being "held
pending a complete examination, He was
arrested on the complaint of a State
street department store where he was
employed, but as soon as he fell into the
hands of the police it was noted that he
filled the description of the murderer, and
instead of charges being preferred against
him at once he was locked up to await an
examination by the police.

In the finding of Mrs. Mize’s torn pocket’
book the fact that the murder was for the
sake of robbery was fully established, but
unless the clues which Inspector Hunt and
his men are now working on are productive
it seems that the capture of the murderer
is as far away as on the night the crime
was committed.

All the lodging houses in the city are
being closely watched and any suspicious
person caught &round such places will
be taken into custody.

In order that it may be impossible for
Mrs. F. A. Wilson, who was with the mur-
dered woman when she was shot, to leave
the city, Coroner Hoffman to-day served
ber with a subpceena requiring her appear-
anoe before the Coroner's jury at the in-
quest which will be held Sept. 2.

—_—

YOUNG KING RISKS LIFE.

Alfonso’s Many Mishaps on Aute Trips
Bring Warning.
Spectal Cable Despalch to THE SUN.
MADRID, Aug. 26.—King Alfonso has been
in another accident near SBan Sebastian,
He took the car to the nearest garage and
insisted on making the repairs himself.
The King'e frequent mishiaps while motor-
ing are causing serious alarm among his
subjects, The newspapers are gravely
warning him against risks which might
lead to fatal results and thus embarrass
lhe financial position of the countryl.

HATLESS WOMEN BARRED.

Not Admitted to Canterbury Cathedral

Withaout Head Covering.
Special Cable Despatch to TRR SUON,

LONDON, Aug. 25.—The presence of women
at the Canterbury Cathedral without any
head covering having been brought to the
notice of the authorities it is intimated
that this departure from the usual rever-
ent practise 1is inadmissible. Several
women without head coverings have been
\excluded within the last fow daye. .. ..,

Charies T. Yerkes Receovers.
Spectal Cable Despateh to THR SUN,
JILONDON, Aug. 25.~Charles T. Yerkes
went to Paris this morning. He has had a
wonderful recovery of health after having
been given up by two eminent specialists.

————
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_hope that the Russians will acquire a less

SMALL GHANGE
NOW OF PEACE.

Russians Are Convinced That
the Conference IS a
. Fallure,

——

JAPS ARE MORE GUARDED.

Playing for Time in the Hope of
Some Favorable Turn in
Aflairs. ,

Envoys Wil Meet This Afternoon, but an
Adjournment Is Looked For—Japanese
Have Avoided Crises Before and May
Do So Again—Many Messages Recelved
by the Envoys—President Believed to
Be in Communioation With the Rus-
slans—Wants Sakhalin Offer Accepted.

Porrsmourn, N. H., Aug, 25.—There is
now praotically no reason to believe that
the Portsmouth conference between the
envoys of Russia and Japan will result in
a peace agreement, Everything that has
come to light to-night indicates that the
end 1s a matter of a few days at most., Noth-
ing has developed to afford the promise of
a harmonious outcome,

From both eides the information is given,
frankly by the Russians, guardedly by the
Japauese, that each has said its final word.
Rumors that the Tokio Government has
adopted a conciliatory attitude are entirely
without confirmation from sources of
authority in Portsmouth.

That {s the situation as it appears this
evening after ocgreful inquiry among those
who are aoquainted with the views and in-
tentions of both the Japanese and the
Russian plenipotentiaries. Mr. Witte makes
no secret of his conviction that the end is
near at hand. Members of the Japanese
mission are not so outspoken, but they give
the ,impression that they have nothing
further to offer. They contend that their
last proposal, involving the sale to Russia
of part of Sakhalin Island, was intended to
be concilistory and not in the nature of an
ultimatum and that it is -pow. for -Russia
to make the next move. )

But Russia has nothing more to say. Her
position remains the same as it was last
Wedneaday, when Mr. Witte virtually re-
jected the Japanese proposal for a trade-
off with regard to Sakhalin.

*The next formal meeting must be final,*
was the emphatio declaration made to-
night by the highest source of Russian
authority.

“Who knows?!® answer the Japanese.
“We are here to make peace, if possible.”

JAPS PLAYING FOR TIMBE.

The conference may end to-morrow,
but it will probably go over until next week.
Regarding the negotiations as a failure, the
Russians are anxious to have things over
with as quickly as etiquette will permit,
and they were extremely’ anxious to con-
ctude before to-morrow night. With this
in view Mr. Witte proposed to-day that the
envoys meet to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock,
but the Japanese suggested that 8 o'clock In
the afternoon would be a better hour, and
Mr. Witte courteously complied.

It is the expectation of Japanese repre-
sentatives, however, that an adjournment
will be taken until Monday or Tuesday.
They are evidently playing for time, in the

obstinate spirit.

There was a period in the negotiations
when the Japanese were on the offensive
and the Russians in a defepsive attitude,
but now conditions have been reversed,
and it is the emissaries of the Czar who
are standing firm, while the representa-
tives of the Tokio Government are making
the effort to bring about a conciliatory

spirit.
There were reports late last night that

the Russians had received instructions
from St. Petersburg that indicate a will-
ingnees to make further concessions, but a
flat denial was given to-day to these rumors
by one of the Russian envoys.

Since the adjournment last Wednes-
day no direct and positive orders have
come to Mr, Witte as to his conduot of
future exchanges, altheugh the tone of his
advices from his Government is all opposed
to any recession from the position which
he assumed. The Russians take the ground
that unlesa directions to the contrary come
from St. Petersburg, they must adhere to
thelr refusal to consider Japan's proposal
to sell Sakhalin Island.

THE RUSBIAN POSITION,

The following statement of the situation
was obtained this evening from a high
and authoritative Russian source:

“When at the last sitting Baron Eomura
proposed that Russia should buy the north-
ern part of the {slandof Salhalin for $800,-
000,000, Mr. Witté flatly refused to dis-
cuss the point. It was thea proposed from
both sides that Baron Komura and Mr.

~Wiste shopld. aach, communioate with his
Government, putting before it the situation
that had been produced by Japan's pro-
posal and Russia’s rejection of it. They
did so, byt the Russian envoys have not
received an answer. It is surmised that the
Japanese have aleo not received ananswer,
because they have made a proposal to post-
pone the meeting of to-morrow’s conference
until 8 o'clogk in the afterpoon. From
this it is to be seen that Baron Komurs and
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pleces of their Governments and will only
execute what their Governments order.”
HEAR FROM THE PRESIDENT,

Both Mr, Witte and Baron Komura have
recelved many cable messages to-day,
but the contents or substance of these have
not been made public. It is understood
that the Russians heard again from Mr,
Roosevelt this evening and that the Preei-
dent urged, as he has heretofore, that there
should be an agreement reached, Acoord-
ing to one source of information, the Presi-
dent notified Mr. Witte that he hoped
anadjustment would be reached on the basis
of the proposal made by Baron Komura and
Mr. Takahira with reference to Sakhalin
Island. Before this statement was made
Mr, Witte had declared emphatically that
the President had never urged upon the
Russian envoys the acceptance of, any
definite plan of settlement, but had confined
bis representations to a general tender of
good offices.

The Japanese, while indicating very
plainly that they have nothing new to
offer, continue to assert through Mr. Sato,
their officlal mouthplece, that they are
anxious to obtain peace. It may be that
they are awaiting advices from Tokio with
refercnce to the latest communication
made by Mr. Roosevelt to Baron Kaneko,
but the telief here-is that they are basing
hope of a successful outcome on the sup-
position that the influence which the Presi-
dent has brought to bear at Peterhof and
Portamouth will have some effect.

JAPAN'S PREVIOUS SURPRISES.

It has been constantly pointed out in the
Portsmouth despatches to THE SON that in
all the calculations as to the prospects of
the negotiations the fact had frequently
been overlooked that nobody knew just
what the course of Japan would be if the
worst came to the worst. In this lies the
uncertainty of the present situation.

On two occasions the Japanese envoys
have sprung surprises. At the very outset
of the conference, when the Russian pleni-
potentiaries rejected flatly the demands
of Japan for the payment of indemnity,
the cession of Sakhalin, the surrender of
interned ships and the limitation of Russia’s
naval power in Far Eastern waters, it was
supposed by most people, including the
Russians, that the conference would end
in failure then and there.

80 much had been sald about the irre-
ducible minimum represented in Japan's
demands that the view was prevalent that
until all of them were accepted by Rusgia
Baron Komura and Mr., Takghira would
withdraw from the conference.

But when the Russians declined to accept
the most important of Japan's conditions
the envoys of that Government did not pick
up their hats and leave the conference room,
nor did they present an ultimatum. They
merely suggested quietly and calmly that
the conditions prenénted should be dis-
cussed. This conciliatory attitude saved
the day, and things went along swimmijogly
for a while.

Another orisis was reached when the
rejected terms were again taken up for
consideration and a formalfailure to agree
upon them was recorded. For a second
time the Japaneee plenipotéentiaries were
expected to declare the negotiations at an
end, but again those who were wishing for
peace were agreeably disappointed. Baron
Komura and Mr. Takahira came forward
with a proposal to compromise on the basis
of the repurchase of part of Sakhalin Island
by Ryesia and to waive the demand
for an indemnity. That propoeition, in-
formally rejected by Mr, Witte and Baron
Rosen, is to be considered when the envoys
next have a busineas session.

From all information obtainable this
evening neither side will give way and the
conference will result in failure. ' But there
has been no formal, suthoritative state-
ment to that effect from the Japanese
envoys. Who knows, then, the hopeful
ones ask, whether the Japanese will decline
to make any more conoessions?

WILL PROBABLY ADJOURN TO-DAY,

This line of suggestion is given here
merely to show, that as long as Japan's
envoys remain in the conference the out-
come must be regarded with sgme un-
certainty, When the envoys assemble to-
morrow they will probably agree to ad-
journ over'until some day next week. All
evidence at hand pointe to a final disagree-
ment then, ;

One of the Japanese mission said to-
night that it the envoys found they could
not agree the protoool setting forth that
faot would be drawn in the conference
room and would be ai gned before the ad-
Journment, which would mark the close of
the Portsmouth negotiations.

LATE MESSAGE FROM OPAR.

Late to-night the final response of the
Russian Government with respect to the
Japanese proposal concerning the purchase
of Sakhalin Island, was received by Mr.
Witte. It is regarded as not wholly a re-
jection of the Japanese compromise sug-
gestion, but it is impossible at this writing J
to say whether it will change the situation,

NO YIELDING, SAY JAPANESE.

Government Urged to Stand Firm en De-
. mand for Indemnity.
Speclal Cadle Despalch to THR SUN,

- Tox1o, Aug. 25.—Count Katsura, the
Prime Minister, is receiving hundreds of
telograms, letters and memorials urging
the Government to insist on the peace
terms as originally proposed. It isunder-

Jstood that the Government adheres inflexi:
m%dmna for mdemlty. Aok

The newspapers vehemently protest
agalost any ylelding on this point or on
the question of the cession of Sakhalin,

Mosia te Expel Oficers Whe Surrendered,d
Special Cable Despasch to TS SuN,
871, PyTRRSERURG; Aug. 35.—Itis stated

5

Mr. Witte are ot ¢ only the meuth-
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JAPANMUSTEAVES600,000000 4

THAT'S WHAT BARON KANEKO
70LD ROOSEVELT YESTERDAY.

President HBelleved to Have Prepared
Another Message to the Russian Envoys
—Will Continue His Effort to Bring
About an Agreement at Portameuth,

OysTER Bay, N. Y., Aug. 25.—Baron
Kaneko, Japan's confidential agent, to-day
made another of his numerous visits here
and had an hour's conférence with the
President upon the peace negotlations.

In spite of his guarded utterances, Baron
Kaneko left no doubt that he had authori«
tatively told the President that Japan's
stand upon the point of the $800,000,000
demanded from Russia was practically
an ultimatum.

The President communicated to Baron
Kaneko the substance of Ambassador
Meyer's cable message, and Baron Kaneko
somehow conveyed the idea to the Presi-
dent that Japan had made all the con-
cessions she could in the interests of peace
and that henceforth any concessions made
must come from Russia. i

It algo seems obvious that the Presi- °
dent has decided to conflne his future
efforta on behalf of peace almost entirely
to the Rusalan side. It was reported this
afternoon that he was preparing another -
message to the envoys.

“Japan,” said Baron Kaneko, “"wants
peace with justice; Russia wants peace with
honor. The two are possible.” :

From what the Baron said it is believed
here that Japar could probably be induced
to drop the word *indemnity.” By any
other name the sum of $600,000,000 would
taste equally sweet to Japap. J

“We are net trying to humiliate Ruseia,” |

the little Baron continued warmly, “but all i’ ,,

concessions in the negotiations came from
our side. What more concessions can we
make? - Can they expect us to redice the
amount of money we ask? THe war has
cost Japan 1,800,000,000 yen, or $800,000,000.
We ask, I understand, $600,000,000; does
that seem too much?”

*Give us your opinion,” some one said,
“of the statement  attributed to Count
Lamasdorff.”

*I think,” said he, after some hesitation;
“that it was a great mistake.” e

When asked whether he believed in its
authenticity or sinobrity, ‘he replied with
his tongue, eo to speak, in his cheek:

“It was official; I suppose we shall have to
swallow it.” -

“At present,” remarked Baron Kaneko,
“it certainly looks like a deadlock. But I
hope there will be peace. Conditions in
Portsmouth are a good deal like the
weather—it rains to-day, but it may be
fair to-morrow.”

“Did you have a message to deliver
to the President from your Goverment?”
Baron Kaneko was asked. T

“No,” was the reply. “I had no message
to deliver. I simply came to talk over the
situatign with the President.”

The truth sesms to be that President
Roosevelt sens for Baron Kanekoimmediately
after the recelpt of Ambassador Meyer's
cable despatch. The message, it is believed,
left the President ground for hope that he
could yet bring about a successful ending
to the negotiations. In his talk with Baron
Kaneko to-day. the President, it is believed,
came to & final understanding upon Japan's
attitude. He found, in all probability, that
Japan has nomind to stickle on minor points,
and with that as a basis he will proceed in
his negotiations with the Russians.

— —

,‘ CZAR PREPARES STATEMENT.

Wiil Declare That Russia Made All Possible
Conoessions. i
Special Cable Despatch to THE SUN.
ST. PRTERABURG, Aug. 26.—The Emperor
presided at a special council at Peterhof
this afternoon. It is understood that

setting forth that Russia has done every-
thing conformable with its imperial posi-
tion in the present peace conference., The
declaration will introduce a detailed state-
ment of the proceedings at Portsmouth
on the questions already. discussed.

The fundamental reason why no Russian
compromise with Japan at Portsmouyth
is poasible is that Russia does not desire

. The Czar and a majority of his
advisers are fully determined to prosecute
the war in the hope of redeeming Russia's
military reputation. Mr. Witte personally,
no doubt, wants peace. His masters do not, .
and peace in such circumstances is impossi«
ble. They would be much disappointed if
Japan should abandon its contentions and .
demands and acoept the terms Russia has
already conceded. '

The tactical purposes of the Russians jn
consenting to the peace conference hava .
been fully explained in these despatches.
Their chief object now is to keep up a pre-
tense of deeiring peace in order if posaible
to throw the responsibility for a continua-
tion of the war upon Japan.

LONDON, Aug. 26,—The correspondent of |-

the Siandard at St, Petersburg quotes
Privy Councilor Kokovtseff, the Minister of
Finance, as followa:

“If Japan perwists in reimbursement, the' RE
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he is preparing a patriotic declaration’,

outlook for peace is extremely discourss

ging. Inmy opinion Russia will not pay , = $

any indemnity. I understand that the ,  *

plenipotentiaries a gree to transfer a portion
of the railway to China, from whom Russia .

is entitled to receive ita value, Y-
“In the presens conditions I would ap-

rove the handing over of that money ¢o

apan to repurchase BSakhalin, whioh ia
equivalent to an indemnity, & mere playing °'

with words.” ]
The ocorrespondent of the Times at S¢.
Petereburg says:
“From the best information there fs
little doubt that President Roosevelt's

)

effort for peace has falled. An important =

meeting of the Bosrd of Foreign Affaire
was beld this afternoon at which Count
Lamsdorfl, the Foreign Mipister, conferred

with the members with regard to the latest °

developments. After the conference Count .

Jamadorfl's representative said:

“.We are in constant communication '
with Witte, who bhas telegrapbed many
suggestions, but I assure you that the situs.

refuse to conslder indemnity in any shape,
manner or form.' o
‘From Manghuria come reports that
there is considerable activity in the Japaness
army. The opinion is that Field Marshal
Oyama is preparing to resume the offensive °
rithin a fow days. a9
*14 is believed here that the conference”

4 will drag on until Monday, when hostilities
unprecedented

tion. .has. undergons. 5a. . ckange, - We etill....

Admiral Nisbogatof's squadron who were { erill be renewed

eoncernsd in the surrender’at the tattle of { *The m"w buo ‘2,':{',"*'
Tou Shima straits will be e€pelled’ from ‘theq because of optimistio telegrarg, but the
BavY. i Bt : plaw oun
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